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9 Elul 5769 

Dear Jim, 

I am delighted to know that the Congregation Shir Heharim family is honoring you this Shabbat on the 
occasion of your retirement after nearly a decade of dedicated service as the congregation’s sh’liach 
tzibur. Both personally and on behalf of the Union for Reform Judaism, it is my pleasure to wish you a 
warm and hearty mazel tov on this richly merited tribute in your honor. 

Under your guidance, the members of Congregation Shir Heharim have devoted themselves and their 
families to Jewish living, learning and celebration, as well as to creating a warm, inclusive center of 
Reform Judaism life in southern Vermont that is a precious and unique link within our network of 
congregations throughout North America. In all facets of synagogue life from worship and study to youth 
programming and tikkun olam, your sacred endeavors on behalf of the congregation and its members 
have sustained Shir Heharim as a true kehilla kedosha. You are a blessing to your community and to 
Reform Judaism, and we are proud, indeed, to count you among our own. 

As the members of Congregation Shir Heharim honor you on this day for your years of devoted service 
to the congregation, I join together with them in celebrating you as they bestow much deserved praise, 
recognition and affection upon a most beloved spiritual leader and teacher. It is my hope that as you 
pause to reflect on this wonderful occasion and your many meaningful accomplishments, you take pride 
in your significant legacy to the congregation and its members. May God’s countenance shine brightly 
upon you as you set off down a new path, and may you continue to go and grow from strength to 
strength. Yasher koach. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie,  
President 

 

LETTER TO JIM FROM URJ PRESIDENT  
 



 

  

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Since becoming president of BAJC, I have made a 
lot of lists. Those of you who know me are aware 
that I love to make lists.  Even better than making 
lists, I like to check things off my lists as I complete 
them. And if I don’t finish everything on this week’s 
list, that gives me a head start on the one for next 
week.  

In the past year at BAJC, we checked many things 
off our lists.  For example: 

• Shabbat and other holidays were joyfully 
celebrated each month. 
• Nine of our Hebrew school students became 
b’nai mitzvah. 
• We conducted seven member meetings at 
which 46% of our members attended to discuss the 
future of BAJC.  
• The Board held a retreat in which strategic 
issues were discussed. 
• Our ad hoc brit kodesh committee completed its 
work with our spiritual leader. 
• Our ad hoc Hebrew school director search 
committee completed its work 
• We successfully ran our “Third Annual Israeli 
Film & Food Festival” 
• We applied for and received a grant from the 
Union of Reform Judaism to conduct a “Taste of 
Judaism” program in 2010. 
• Four of our youngsters attended the Union for 
Reform Judaism Eisner Camp. ..and enjoyed every 
minute! 

And, on my list for this year,  –   

• Complete the work of the rabbinic search 
committee. (√ The committee has been formed, 
with Paul Berch as its chair). 
• Conduct meaningful High Holiday services (√ 
Rabbi Jan Salzman and Kate Judd have been hired 
to help us) 
• Celebrate Shabbat and other holidays (√ A list 
of services for which we need lay leaders can be 
found in this newsletter) 
• Have another wonderful school year 
• Begin a feasibility study for a capital campaign. 
• Increase our involvement with, and knowledge 
about, Israel. 
• Celebrate our 40th anniversary. 

Our Board of Trustees and committees have many 
ideas for changes we would like to see – and we 
want your input and involvement.  The Board will be 
calling each member over the course of the year 
but if you have an idea or concern, don’t wait for 
their call--call me.  

BAJC is radiating positive energy.  This energy is 
infectious.  It is very exciting, and it influences 
everyone around us, not only inside the shul, but also 
in the greater Brattleboro community.  We should all be 
very proud to be part of this energy and enthusiasm. 

Faith has spent many hours planning this newsletter. 
It’s filled with information about BAJC activities.  Julie 
has developed a robust Web site for us that also has 
important information, frequently updated. Please read 
this newsletter and check  our Web site 
www.bajcvermont.org.  And, fill out and send in the 
forms we need to keep track of everyone. 

Continued on next page 

So, I have two requests for you now.   

First, as we make promises during the High Holy Days, 
please make a promise to yourself to participate in 
Temple life more than you did last year.  Put BAJC on 
your life list and make it happen in 5770.  Come to one 
more service, one more event, or one more committee 
meeting this year than you did last year. 

Second, even during these tough economic times, 
please remember BAJC. We count on your dues and 
your contributions to insure that the spiritual needs of 
our community can be met and we can continue the 
good work we have been doing.  With your financial 
support, we can plan for a bright future.  

I’d like to share one quick story with you.  A visitor to 
Israel attended a recital and concert in the Moscovitz 
Auditorium. He was quite impressed with the 
architecture and the acoustics.  He asked the tour 
guide, “Is this magnificent auditorium named after 
Chaim Moscovitz, the famous Talmudic scholar?” “No,” 
replied the guide. “It is named after Sam Moscovitz, the 
writer.” “Never heard of him,” said the visitor.  “What 
did he write?” “A check,” replied the guide. 

Yael, Rachel, Jessica and I wish each of you Shanah 
Tova Tikatevu – a sweet, happy, and healthy 5770.  
And may each of us have the opportunity to check 
many things off of our life lists in the coming year. 

B’shalom, 
Marty 

 

 

 

 



 

  

MEET VISITING RABBI JAN SALZMAN 

BAJC is blessed to have someone follow in the 
footsteps of Jim Levinson to lead high holiday 
services this year, just as we were blessed to have 
Jim come to us to lead high holiday services when 
Rabbi Noah Kitty left nine years ago.  Rabbi Jan 
Salzman will be available as our leader throughout 
the Days of Awe, and she will be assisted by our 
own Kate Judd in leading services on both Rush 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  In addition to leading 
all our High Holiday services, Jan will be sending 
emails during the month of Elul to help us prepare 
for the Days of Awe, and she will  ead the Selichot 
service on September 12th and Shabbat Shuvah on 
the 26th. 
Jan is a rabbinic student who will be ordained this 
coming January through Aleph, the rabbinic 
seminary of Jewish Renewal, a trans-
denominational form of Judaism.  She has also 
studied at Hebrew College, Spertus College, and 
Dartmouth College. Her engaging personality and 
her strong voice and upbeat spirit will create 
services that will be spiritually meaningful and 
enjoyable.  

Among her many experiences and accomplish-
ments, Jan has served as the director of the b’nai 
mitzvah program at Dartmouth College’s Upper 
Valley Jewish Community.  She has led Jewish 
communities for High Holidays for a number of 
years and has done private tutoring and spiritual 
counseling.  In addition to having a BA from Beloit 
College and a Masters in Public Health from the 
University of Illinois, Jan  has been a certified 
organic farmer and has run a number of 
businesses, including food catering and  
landscaping.  

Rabbi Jan Salzman will be a new face and a new 
voice for us, but you can be sure we will  find her 
services to be spiritually uplifting, warmly personal, 
and participatory in the tradition we have come to 
cherish. 

 

 

 

 

 

MEET OUR NEW EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

After a summer-long search for a director for the BAJC 
Hebrew school, led by Deb (chair), David, and Janet, 
the Board is pleased to appoint David Arfa as Director. 
Of his many outstanding qualifications, perhaps the 
most interesting and unusual is that he is a maggid—a 
professional storyteller who has brought stories to 
services and programs at Temple Israel in Greenfield 
and to other venues.  David is both an environmental 
educator and a Jewish educator with years of teaching 
and management experience, two Bachelor of Science 
degrees, a Master of Science degree, and a year of 
traditional text study in Jerusalem. He is looking 
forward to working with our teachers and sharing 
strategies with them, and also to meeting the parents 
of our Hebrew school students and involving them in 
the Hebrew world of their children and learning along 
with them, both in school and at home. David’s 
experience working in community and facilitating 
group-inspired projects will surely enrich our Hebrew 
school curriculum and activities and will create 
opportunities for learning at all levels in our 
congregation.   

David and his wife, Kim, live in Shelburne Falls, MA, 
with their son and daughter. They have been active in 
Temple Israel in Greenfield but became members of 
BAJC last year.    

KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON 

In addition to the newsletter and frequent e-mail 
announcements and reminders, and regularly-updated 
website information, minutes from the Board of 
Trustees meetings, Treasurer’s reports, annual 
meeting reports, etc., are available to members who 
request them from Marty (bajcprez@gmail.com).  
Board meetings are open to the membership but you 
are asked to let a Board member know when you 
would like to attend.  Guests cannot speak at meetings 
unless they have requested permission to speak in 
advance of the meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOARD POLICIES  

 



 

  

This information is a review of policies adopted by the 
BAJC Board of Trustees. 

Regarding services, particularly b’nai mitzvah:  Because 
BAJC places a high value on the congregational 
celebration of Shabbat, it is strongly recommended that 
all services be held in our own synagogue.  Services or 
other observances or celebrations of a religious nature 
must have Ritual Committee and Board approval if they 
are to be held at a venue other than our synagogue.  To 
keep services accessible to our congregation when our 
building cannot accommodate the number of people 
expected at a service, off-site events will be held at the 
West Village Meeting House or a suitable Brattleboro 
facility.  (A suitable facility would be one convenient to 
the congregation, within a reasonable distance from 
central Brattleboro.)  If WVMH or a suitable Brattleboro 
facility is not available, the event will be changed to a 
date when WVMH or a suitable Brattleboro facility is 
available.  (This policy will go into effect in 5770.) 

Regarding food in our shul:  Food served in our shul 
should be vegetarian, dairy, and./or gilled fish.  At a 
special event, announced in advance, meat may be 
served IF it is “kosher style” (i.e., beef, chicken, veal) 
and NO dairy is served.  Shellfish and pork are never 
allowed. 

Regarding use of our building:  On Shabbat, the 
synagogue shall be used only for activities of a spiritual 
nature, such as prayer or study.  Other activities, 
including but not limited to committee meetings, shall not 
be held in the synagogue on the Sabbath, on Jewish 
holidays, or at special services (subject to Ritual 
Committee and Board exception). Attendees at any 
service may not be approached during or immediately 
after that service to donate time, effort, or money to 
BAJC.  All requests to use the building must be cleared 
through the Administrator or the President.  There will be 
no charge to BAJC members using the building (or the 
services of the spiritual leader) for life-cycle events, but 
members using the building or grounds for private 
celebrations not open to the entire congregation will pay 
a fee.  Non-members will pay a higher fee and must 
receive permission from the Board for use of the building 
and grounds. (For information about current fees, check 
with the Administrator or the Board President or Vice-
president.) 

Regarding BAJC membership: Membership represents 
our commitment to each other in community, 
commitment to Jewish continuity in the world, 
opportunities for spiritual exploration, and much more.  
BAJC will never turn anyone away for lack of funds, but 
it is membership dues that sustain us.  Dues abatement 
is available when needed and is kept in the strictest 
confidence.  Individuals or families requesting abatement 
will receive a worksheet and will meet with the 
Administrator, the President, or a designee to determine 
dues and to set up a payment schedule. 

 

 

HIGH HOLIDAY PARTICIPATION 

If you haven’t already done so, please let Marty Cohn 
know as soon as possible if you wish to participate in 
reading, greeting, blowing shofar, setting up, or any of 
the other participatory parts of our high holiday 
services. 

As you know, high holiday services are quite costly for 
BAJC.  Although we don’t charge for tickets and we 
don’t turn people away for any reason, we depend on 
donations to help cover the costs of the services.  
Membership in the congregation entitles you to ONE 
seat for individual and seasonal members and TWO 
seats for family members, with no charge for children 
under eighteen.  For additional seats for adult family 
members, we suggest a donation of $50 for one 
holiday, $90 for both.  For all other guests attending 
services, we ask a donation of $100 per person for one 
holiday, $180 for both.  Checks can be sent in advance 
of the holidays to BAJC, PO Box 2353, Brattleboro 
05303.  Having checks in advance will allow us to put 
names on a guest list at the door and will avoid 
handling money on the holiday. 

Erev Rosh Hashanah, first-day Rosh Hashanah, Kol 
Nidre, Yom Kippur, and Neilah services will be held at 
the West Village Meeting House off  South Street.  
Second-day Rosh Hashanah services will be held at 
our shul at 151 Greenleaf Street.  Evening services 
begin at 7:00; morning services begin at 9:30; Neilah 
begins at 6:00. 

YOGA AND THE JEWISH SPIRIT  

Held on the 2nd Sunday of every month, 6:30-8:00 
p.m., beginning September 13th.. Yoga and the Jewish 
Spirit is a  yoga practice that combines Anusara yoga 
with Jewish mysticism.  Led by Kim Friedman,  the 
class will consist of a short meditation that focuses on 
a Kabbalist concept, chanting of a Hebrew prayer, 
asana practice (yoga postures), and a short relaxation.. 
The class is open to all levels. Participants will need to 
bring a yoga mat, a foam block (available at the 
Brattleboro Food Coop) and a cotton blanket (available 
at Sam's) to each class. For more information, contact 
Kim at 348-7988 or kfriedman@svcable.net.  Kim 
Friedman has been a BAJC member since moving to 
Vermont in 1992. She lives in South Newfane with her 
husband Tom (a Zen Buddhist priest) and their two 
daughters. 
 

 



 

  

 

 
As of the writing of this column in August, only 17 
children from 14 families are registered for Hebrew 
school.  We’re guessing that there are at least 15 
more children out there who want to be in Hebrew 
school (or whose parents want them to be!).  
Please register them immediately!  School starts on 
September 14th and it is imperative that we know 
before then who our students are. 

Once we have our students registered, we’re 
asking parents to sign up for one serve-the-snack-
and-clean-up date for each child you have in 
school, arriving at 3:30 and staying for about a half-
hour, then returning at 3:45 to stay until about 4:00.  
Dates will be posted on the bulletin board.  We are 
also interested in having “steady aides,” who will 
commit to assisting a teacher on a regular basis 
(but NOT in your own child’s class).  It would also 
be helpful to have a “class parent” who would help 
the teacher with phone or e-mail communications 
with other parents for that class. 

During the summer, Deb, David, Emily, and Janet 
have been interviewing candidates for the position 
of Hebrew school Director. We hope tp have a 
Director in place by the time you receive this 
newsletter, but you can always contact Faith for 
information, to offer help, to register students, to 
find out what’s going on.  As noted above, the first 
day of Hebrew school is September 14th; the time is 
3:45-5:45. Please remember that you must come 
into the shul to pick up children at 5:45.  The 
children will not be allowed to go outside to meet 
their rides. 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW CAMPER WEEKEND 

Here’s a chance for current 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders who 
have not yet spent a summer at a URJ’s Eisner or 
Crane Lake camps to experience an amazing, action-
packed weekend. During the Columbus Day weekend, 
prospective campers will get a taste of the camp 
community and ruach as they sing, play, create, dance, 
hike, and celebrate Shabbat together. The deadline to 
register for this exciting weekend is October 1, 2009. 
Families will have the opportunity to tour Eisner and 
Crane Lake Camps at the beginning and end of the 
weekend, when they drop kids off or pick them up. The 
$100 fee for the weekend will be applied to the overall 
tuition of any family that registers for either camp on or 
before January 1, 2010. Please note that space is 
limited. If you have any questions about the event,  
contact Greg Kellner, one of the Assistant Directors, at 
(201) 722-0400 or via e-mail at gkellner@urj.org.  
 
 

 

THANKS FROM CLAIRE  

This is a note from Claire to the BAJC Board and 
congregation in appreciation of the BAJC scholarship 
that helped pay tuition for Eisner Camp:   

Thank you very much for the scholarship.  Without it I 
wouldn’t have had the chance to enjoy camp in the 
special way I did.  Before this amazing experience I 
always dreaded services but, after going to Eisner this 
year, I can’t say I dread any t’fillah or Shabbat services.  
This summer I have not only become a much better 
tennis player, but I strengthened my Jewish self, which 
is something that will stay with me for the rest of my 
life.  Thank you for giving me a summer of friends and 
memories that will stay with me forever. 

 

 



 

  

SELICHOT SERVICE; SHABBAT SHUVAH 

BAJC is pleased to continue the tradition of sharing 
Selichot services with our friends from 
Congregation Ahavas Achim in Keene.  Rabbi 
Sarah and members of the Keene congregation will 
join Rabbi Jan and the BAJC congregation at our 
shul on Greenleaf Street on Saturday evening, 
September 12 at 7:30 in a service that will broaden 
our congregational worship experience and 
strengthen the bonds between our congregations. 

Selichot prayers represent a kind of culmination of 
the self-examination and preparation we 
experience throughout the month of Elul.  As the 
mood of repentance becomes more urgent, 
penitential prayers (selichot) are added to the daily 
service in combination with payitanim, prayers of 
liturgical poets expressing our desire to change and 
repent, and the sadness that comes when we are 
distant from God. 

Rabbi Jan will also lead services at our shul at ten 
o’clock on Shabbat Shuvah,  September 26 .  The 
Saturday between Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur is considered to be the holiest Shabbat of 
the Jewish calendar year. 

REGISTER FOR THE BIENNIAL 

URJ’s 70th Biennial will be held in Toronto from 
November 4th through November 8th.  You can 
register now online at www.urj.org/registration to 
experience the power of the largest gathering of 
Jews in North America. Those who have attended 
past Biennials know that every Biennial is a truly 
memorable experience --an unparalleled 
opportunity to learn, to be inspired, to hear great 
speakers and wonderful musicians, and to be part 
of the kehillah kedoshah (holy community) that is 
created when we gather together.  There will be 
plenary sessions with former British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, international human rights champion 
Irwin Cotler, author Anita Diamant (The Red Tent ), 
and Eboo Patel of the Interfaith Youth Core; study 
opportunities with Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion scholars; concerts by Josh 
Nelson, Dan Nichols, Michelle Citrin and a dozen 
other fantastic Jewish musicians; more than 100 
learning sessions and opportunities to share ideas 
and resources with members of similar-sized 
congregations or topically-based affinity groups; 
and the magic of Shabbat, sharing the special 
power of celebrating with thousands of Reform 
Jews from across North America. It’s an awesome 
experience! 

SERVICE LEADERS NEEDED 

Our congregation is blessed with caring and 
knowledgeable people who are well-equipped to lead 
all or parts of our regular and holiday services.  We 
have done this in years past when we did not have a 
rabbi or shaliach tzibbur.  While we are in a transitional 
stage, preparing to possibly hire a new rabbi or spiritual 
leader, we need our “in house” teachers, leaders, 
Torah readers, and tzaddikim (wise people) to step up 
to the bima and take responsibility for leading all or 
parts of Shabbat and holiday services, beginning with 
those scheduled for the next two months: 

• Saturdays at 10:00 am:  Oct. 3 (Sukkot),  Oct. 17, 
Nov 7, Nov 21 
• Saturday. Oct. 10 at 6:00pm -  Simchat Torah/ 
Yizkor/ Havdalah 
• Kabbalat Shabbat at 6:00pm (followed by potluck 
supper): Fri. Oct. 9, Nov. 13  
• “Fourth Friday” Kabbalat Shabbat at 7:30:  Oct. 
23rd and Nov. 27th  
Marty Cohn and the Ritual Committee will gladly work 
with lay leaders to plan services. It’s not hard to do, 
especially with our new Mishkan T’fillah prayerbooks, 
which give you many choices for structuring a service 
using Hebrew, transliterations, and English, with both 
traditional translations and freer interpretations of the 
prayers.. You may “team-lead” with one or two other 
people or lead the whole service yourself.  Contact 
Marty as soon as possible to let him know what you 
can do and when.  

TO LIFE! A CELEBRATION OF VERMONT 
JEWISH WOMEN 

On October 8th through November 8th, a special exhibit 
and public education programs at the Paramount 
Theater at 30 Center Street in Rutland will celebrate 
the Vermont Jewish Women’s History Project with “20 
women, 20 stories—in words and images.”  The 
opening reception on October 11th from 2:00-6:00 
includes a lecture by Penina Glazer, Ph.D., of 
Hampshire College, about the stories in the larger 
context of American and Jewish history.  The following 
Sunday, October 18th features a concert by BAJC’s 
own Phyllis Isaacson at 3:00 at Nourse Hall, Trinity 
Church, 85 West Street in Rutland.  On  Sunday, 
October 25th, the series returns to the Paramount 
Theater for a poetry reading by Judy Chalmer, whose 
work reflects her own quest to understand her family’s 
Holocaust history.  The exhibit and all events are free 
and open to the public, including Phyllis’s concert and 
talk about her experiences leading the Israel Kibbutz 
Choir.  For more information, go to www.davarvt.org 

 



 

  

BAJC MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to provide a context and structure for people to be Jewish together  

in a rural environment. This community fosters Jewish pride and identity by  
participating together in religious, spiritual, educational, social and cultural  
experiences.  We welcome anyone interested in participating and learning. 

 
BAJC DIRECTORY 

  
 
Board of Trustees: Officers:                    
Paul Berch President: : Martin Cohn       e-mail: info@bajcvermont.org 
Sandra Brodsky Vice-president Julie Strothman    Office phone: 802-257-1959  
Martin Cohn  Treasurer: Randy Terk   Office hours: 3:30-6:30,on   
Mary Copans Secretary: Bobbe Ragouzeos     Mondays when Hebrew school 
Michael Knapp Immediate Past President: Paul Berch is in session, or by appointment 
Bobbe Ragouzeos       
Joe Rosen 
Allen Ross      Newsletter editor: Faith Schuster 
Faith and Abe Schuster       Newsletter design and production: 
Julie Strothman             martin@cohnpr.com    
Randy Terk       Newsletter deadline: the 15th of each month 
Jeff Teitel              
       Webmaven: Julie Strothman 
 

 
 

 
 
 
    
 
                          
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
    
 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Brattleboro Area Jewish 
Community 

PO Box 2353 
Brattleboro, VT 05303 
www.bajcvermont.org 
info@bajcvermont.org 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS   
This online copy of our newsletter is a much-reduced version of the real thing! The print version 
includes Honorable Menschen, Yahrtzeits, and other individual member news. If you are not a 
member but would like to receive the newsletter, we ask that you contribute $36 to BAJC for a 
subscription for the year 5769. Your subscription will include frequent e-mail updates. (If you 
want the newsletter but do not want to receive e-mails, please let Faith know.) 
 


