











EASY TIKKUN OLAM

In addition to the personal care items you have
been donating to BAJC for the Drop-in Center and
Morningside  Shelter, please bring recent,
interesting magazines to BAJC (or you can deliver
the magazines yourself if you're going to the
Shelter or Drop-in Center with donations any time).
Paul Capcara, Director of the shelter, said “being
homeless can be boring, and the world tends to
narrow tremendously, so some reading that is both
entertaining and can open up a wider perspective
on life can be helpful in unexpected ways.” He
specifically mentioned magazines like National
Geographic. Paul also said “Many thanks for the
continued support and generosity from the BAJC.
There is no other community in Brattleboro that
does more as quietly and consistently as yours
does.” So before you send good magazines to

ISRAEL TURNS 60 THIS YEAR!

The State of Israel was established on May 14, 1948 -
the 5th of lyar. The BAJC board has formed an ad hoc
committee to explore how we can celebrate this
milestone. If you are interested in participating on this
committee, please contact Marty.

As we gear up for this important occasion here are
some basic facts about Israel.

recycling, let them do some good. You can bring
them to the shul any Monday or Wednesday
afternoon, or leave them (wrapped well in plastic) at
the door of the shul.

MORE EASY TIKKUN OLAM

When you recycle your computer printer cartridges
with BAJC, you not only keep them out of the
landfill and give them a second life, but you make
money for BAJC. In 2007, BAJC earned $220 for
recycling cartridges! Bring your used printer
cartridges to the shul anytime it is open, or leave
them on the doorstep in plastic bags. Thank you.

GOOGLE VS. GOODSEARCH

If you all would do your internet searches on
Goodsearch.com you will get the same results
as you get on Google and BAJC will earn a
penny for every click. Those pennies can add
up to a nice amount of income for us!

TIKKUN OLAM MITZVAH PROJECT

A simple, yet meaningful
project is to collect the hotel
toiletries from your stay and
bring them to a collection
basket at BAJC. The items will be donated to
Morningside Shelter and the Women's Crisis
Center in Brattleboro.
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* Israel is located in the Middle East bordering the
Mediterranean Sea with Lebanon to the north,
Syria and Jordan to the east and Egypt to the
south and west.

* It is 290 miles long and 85 miles wide at its
widest point (slightly smaller than New Jersey).

* Its population currently stands at 7.241 million.

* Itis a Parliamentary Democracy. The Knesset is
the law-making body. Ehud Olmert is the Prime
Minister at this time.

* Religious breakdown: 75.6% Jewish, 20%
Muslim (mostly Sunni), 4.4% classified as other
(includes Christians, Druze)

* Hebrew and Arabic are its official languages; the
national anthem is Hatikvah - The Hope.

* The capital is Jerusalem which is its largest city,
but most of the population is concentrated in
the center of the country around Tel Aviv.

* The currency is the New Israel Shekel.

* Major Industries include Hi  Tech -
(communications, computer aided design,
medical electronics, software development),
diamond cutting and polishing, and tourism.

* The lowest point on earth is in Israel--the Dead
Sea at 1,315 feet below sea level.

WOMEN'’S SPIRITUALITY RETREAT CANCELLED

Unfortunately, due to a lack of response, the BAJC Women's Spirituality Retreat that was scheduled
for April 11-13, 2008, has been cancelled. The next Rosh Hodesh celebration will be Sunday, March 9th
from 3-6PM at BAJC. For more information, contact Yael.




ADULT ED IN MARCH

Learn-to-read-Hebrew (decoding) begins anew on
March 3% and will run for ten to twelve
Wednesdays. 6:00 to 7:00-ish. (Starting time can
be adjusted to 5:00 or 5:30 if that is better for the
people enrolled.) There is a $20 textbook required--
Noah Golinken's Shalom Aleichem-- please register
in advance with Faith.

Conversational Hebrew, taught by Rebecca
Sullum, begins on March 12" at 7:00-9:00 and runs
for three Wednesday evenings. Register online at
bajcvermont.org or on the BAJC adult ed voicemail
at 257-1959.

Pesach from Two Perspectives—the Details to
the Deep Ecology is a one-time class meeting
Sunday, March 30™ from 2:00 to 5:00, taught by
Susan Auslander and David Cohen. Register
online or leave a message on the BAJC voicemail.

Drop-in classes: Singing is Like Praying Twice, a
monthly sing, is moving from the second
Wednesday of the month to the first Shabbat
morning service of the month, from nine to ten,
beginning March 1%. Get an early taste of Shabbat
through song and stay, if you can, for the service
that begins at ten. We will learn and share music as
a means of enhancing our Jewish experience and
community.

Torah study will take place on March 8" (Parashat
Perkudei) at 10:00am.

Israeli Film Club will be showing “Broken Wings”
on March 30" at 4:00pm. The film won several
2002 Awards of the Israeli Film Academy, including
Best Film

Please register for adult ed classes on our website
or by contacting Andi

SIGNIFICANT JEWISH BOOKS CLUB

The SJBC (Significant Jewish Books Club) meets
every six to eight weeks to discuss--guess what?--a
significant Jewish book. The group meets at 6:30
at the shul or at a person’s house to discuss a book
all have agreed to read and to select a book for the
next meeting. Along with the focus on books, the
club enjoys a potluck supper. This month the
meeting is on Thursday, March 13" and the book is
Nonie Darwish’s Now They Call Me Infidel. You
are welcome to join for all the meetings or to drop
in for discussion of a book in which you are
particularly interested. Call Esther for the location
of the March meeting, if you have any questions, or
if you need more information.

RABBI ALAN ULLMAN IS RETURNING!

On December 22, BAJC hosted a Torah Study with
Rabbi Alan Ullman. The two-hour session, which
focused on the Garden of Eden, with many thoughtful
and insights and questions by the 26 participants,
seemed to fly by, and many people requested an
encore. Rabbi Ullman has agreed to return to BAJC
with a series of sessions approximately 6 weeks
apart. The first of these Torah studies will be held
on Saturday, March 22, 12:30-2:00. If you are
interested, please register and pay a session fee in
advance. In order to insure the funding for the
sessions, we need at least 18 participants at a cost of
$18.00 per session for BAJC members and $25.00 for
non-members  Please contact Yael as soon as
possible if you are interested in studying with Rabbi
Ullman, if you have any questions, if you need financial
assistance, or to find out if there is still room in the
class.

ISRAELI SUMMER SCHOOL FOR ADULTS

Why should the kids have all this fun? This summer, for
the first time, the Union for Reform Judaism will offer
an EIE-Adult Summer Institute in Israel, July 13-August
3, 2008. Stay on the beautiful Kibbutz Tzuba. Travel
throughout Israel as we take an historical journey from
Biblical times to the present. Registration is now open.
Visit www.urj.org/educate/adultstudy/eieadult/ or
contact Rabbi Joan Glazer Farber at jfarber@urj.org for
more information.

GUEST SPEAKER AT OUR ‘FOURTH FRIDAY’
SERVICE

Following the Kabbalat Shabbat service on March 28t
there will be a dessert reception for Clemens Kalisher,
an internationally famous photographer who has
donated three of his photos to BAJC. Mr. Kalisher is
renowned for his photos documenting the arrival in
New York of European refugees between 1947 and
1949. Born in Germany in 1921 and later living in
Paris, Mr. Kalisher was imprisoned in eight different
internment camps but was fortunate to be saved by the
American Emergency Rescue Committee. Mr. Kalisher
will speak and answer answer questions after the
service.



ESTHER'S DAY (Sung to the tune of 'Yesterday'
by the Beatles) - music by Paul McCartney

Esther's Day is when Jewish folks will have their
say And cru-el Haman will just go away O we
believe in Esther's Day

Mordechai says that we don't really have to die
Now that's just a lot of cha-zer-ai

So have the King tell Haman, "Bye"

Why we're hated so We don't know - and who can
say? Esther, help us now When our skies are dark
and grey-ay-ay-ay

Esther's Day is when Haman will be sent away

Or forever we will say oy vey O we believe in
Esther's Day We believe in Esther's Day

IF I HAD A SIDDUR (Sung to the tune of 'If | Had
A Hammer' by Lee Hays and Pete Seeger)

If I had a sidur, I'd daven in the morning

I'd daven in the evening, all over this shul

I'd daven mincha, I'd daven ma'ariv I'd daven
shacharit with my tallis and tefillin All over this shul
(00)

If I had a megilla, I'd read it in the evening

I'd read it in the morning, all over this shul

I'd read about Esther, I'd read about Mordechai I'd
read about the way they saved all of our people All
over Shushan (00)

If I had a gregger, I'd shake it in the morning

I'd shake it in the evening, all over this shul

I'd listen intently, to the whole megilla

I'd shake it as

loud as | could when they get to Haman's name,
yea All over this shul (00)

We've got a megilla, and we've got greggers

And we're gonna boogie, tonight all over this shul
We're gonna march in costumes

We're gonna sing those Purim tunes

We're gonna have some fun till the evening's done
All over this shuuuuuuuuul!

Esther's Coming to the Castle (sung to the
tune of "She'll Be Coming 'Round the Mountain)

Esther's coming to the castle on Purim

Esther's coming to the castle on Purim

Esther's coming to the castle, yes; she's coming to
the castle. Yes, she's coming to the castle, the
Purim queen.

And she'll see uncle Mordechai when she comes
And she'll see uncle Mordechai when she comes
And she'll see uncle Mordechai. What a very brave
and smart guy! And she'll see uncle Mordechai
when she comes.

He will help her get the message to the King

He will help her get the message to the king

Then the King will surely know, that Haman has to
go

He will help her get the message to the King.

And we'll have a Purim party in Shushan

And we'll have a Purim party in Shushan

Where we'll eat and drink and dine, and have a
wonderful time

And we'll have a Purim party in Shushan.

PEANUT BUTTER, POPPY, PRUNE, OR
CHOCOLATE HAMENTASHEN

to the tune of Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious by R. M.
Sherman & R. B. Sherman words by Erik Contzius

Peanut Butter, Poppy, Prune, or Chocolate
Hamentashen

If Purim is the Holiday this snack you will be Noshin’
It's Haman’s hat or ears or eyes (on this, | am not
Joshin™)

Peanut Butter, Poppy, Prune, or Chocolate
Hamentashen!

Yum-diddle diddle diddle yum diddle-eye...

When | was just a little kid, a long long time ago
The month Adar had just come in, but how was | to
know that there was such a holiday with food |
would sequester

That yummy treat | love to eat when reading about
Esther

Peanut Butter, Poppy, Prune, or Chocolate
Hamentashen...

Yum-diddle diddle diddle yum diddle-eye...

The first time that | saw these things, triangular in
shape,

Their smell was oh, so heavenly that there was no
escape

| took a bite, my appetite just grew and grew and grew
Without Oznei Haman and Purim, oh what would |
do?

Peanut Butter, Poppy, Prune, or Chocolate
Hamentashen...

Yum-diddle diddle diddle yum diddle-eye...

So when we read ‘bout Mordechai around this time of
year

Just don't forget a mitzvah which will bring all lots of
cheer

We give out gifts to one and all, they’re called shaloch
manot

(SPOKEN: And in English, that's presents of food!!!
So put Hamentashen in MY boat! MMM!! MMM!!)
Peanut Butter, Poppy, Prune, or Chocolate
Hamentashen... (4X)



BAJC Mission Statement

The Brattleboro Area Jewish Community provides a context and structure for people to
be Jewish together in a rural environment. Our community fosters Jewish pride and
identity by participating together in religious, spiritual, educational, social and cultural
experiences. We welcome anyone interested in participating and learning.

BAJC Directory

Spiritual Leader: James Levinson

Board of Trustees Officers

Paul Berch President: Paul Berch Email: info@bajcvermont.org
Sandra Brodsky Vice-president: Linda Heimerdinger Office phone: 802-257-1959
Martin Cohn Treasurer: Randy Terk Office hours: 3:30-6:30 pm

Mary Copans Secretary: Martin Cohn Mondays when Hebrew school
Linda Heimerdinger is in session, or by appointment
Michael Knapp

Bobbe Ragouzeous Newsletter editor: Faith Schuster
Joe Rosen Newsletter design & production:
Allen Ross martin@cohnpr.com

Faith and Abe Schuster Newsletter deadline: 15" of each
Jeff Teitel month

Randy Terk Webmaven: Julie Strothman

Brattleboro Area Jewish

Community
%qgrc%ation
ShirfTe[arim

www.bajcvermont.org PO Box 2353
info@bajcvermont.org  Brattleboro VT 05303
802.257.1959

\V/ UNION FOR
REFORM JUDAISM

NN MINY TINNA

SERVING REFORM CONGREGATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS

This online copy of our newsletter is a much-reduced version of the
real thing! The print version includes Honorable Menschen,
Yahrtzeits, and other individual member news. If you are not a
member but would like to receive the newsletter, we ask that you
contribute $36 to BAJC for a subscription for the year 5768. Your
subscription will include frequent e-mail updates. (If you want the
newsletter but do not want to receive e-mails, please let Faith
know.)






