




 

  

 
Shalom aleichem, 

The time has come, dear parents, to let your children 
show you how well they know the Shabbat blessings!  
We will be sending home a “Shabbat Kit” – just add 
bread and juice or wine – to get you started if you 
haven’t already.  Again, feel free to make this little 
ceremony your own.  Last week at my house, we 
said the motzi over a pizza – you do what you can!   
On Friday, November 9th, the students of Kita Aleph 
and Dalet will demonstrate their knowledge of many 
parts of the evening service.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend to kvell! 

News from Kita Aleph, Judith’s class 

Kita Aleph (First Grade) is enjoying the New Year by 
celebrating out of doors.  The kids are ecstatic to 
have discovered the “climbing tree” and the “swinging 
tree” and  the stream that runs on the BAJC property.  
On that very first day, we threw stones and sticks into 
the flowing water as a way of seeing our khaitz 
(unkind acts) taken away.  Ever since, we have gone 
down to the “river” to see the beauty and the 
wildness of our woods and to look for shretalech, the 
mystical Jewish equivalent of elves who live in the 
woods.  Judith learned about them from the David 
Arfa, the visiting ecologist-rabbi who has conducted 
workshops at BAJC.  The shretalech are quite shy, 
but good natured and loving and interested in us, the 
Big People.  We discovered several tiny shretalech 

sukkot down near the river made of sticks, sycamore 
tree bark, grasses, and leaves, and decorated with 
red berries and ferns.  The next week we made 

sukkot ourselves for the shretalech, making sure the 
shretalech would be able to see the stars through the 
roofs, just as we did in the big one. 

We have begun to use our cool new Hebrew books.  
We think they are cool because they are self-paced 
so we can each go at our own speed AND they have 
the answers right in the book hidden under a flap so 
that we can look at the answers when we want to!  
We have learned three letters: shin, bayt and tav – so 
that we now are able to spell Shabbat!  

News from Kita Dalet, Mara’s class 

The students of Kita Dalet came back to school with 
a nearly perfect grasp of the aleph-bet and vowels 

and have been able to read everything I’ve put before 
them.  We are now reading prayers from the siddur 
and interpreting the meanings through our knowledge 
of word roots.  In addition, we have also learned to 
greet each other in Hebrew. 

We have also begun our year-long study of the 
Holocaust, a difficult but necessary subject.  Not 
wanting to give your children nightmares, we will 
focus primarily on the history of the period, as well as 
stories of Jewish families who were hidden from or 
escaped the Nazis.  These events seem so much 
more distant to this generation of students than they 
were to mine, and while many students have been 
able to share some of their own family’s history, the 
details have been sketchy.  We would love to 
welcome any member of the community with stories 
to share.  Help us keep these memories alive. 

Again, the Hebrew School looks forward to 
welcoming the congregation to Friday night services 
on November 9th.  Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Anyone able to help either set up or clean up 
should contact either me or Faith. 

B’Shalom, 
Mara   

BARN ALERT 

The next time you are at our shul, you may see 
notices that have been affixed to the 
older, dilapidated barn asking people not to enter it. 
Because the building is in very poor condition, the 
BAJC Board of Trustees elected to post these 
notices in an effort to avoid injury to anyone who 
might seek to enter it. The Board has been working 
hard to arrange to have the barn safely removed, but 
obtaining the required approval from the State of 
Vermont is taking a long time.  In the meantime, we 
want to take measures to minimize the risk of injury 
to everyone.  If you have any questions about this, 
contact us at info@bajcvermont.org. 
 

ISRAEL MITZVAH CORPS 

Does 10 days of travel, hands-on volunteering and 
social justice dialogue sound appealing? Join Reform 
Jews from across North America for the Tzevet 

Mitzvot Yisrael – Israel Mitzvah Corps, May 15-25, 
2008. For more information, email us at csarj@urj.org 
or call 212-650-4160. For more information and 
updates on other Mitzvah Corps opportunities please 
visit www.urj.org/csa/mitzvahcorps.  
 
 



 

  

CONGREGATION OF LEARNERS AWARD 

“Congratulations!  Congregation Shir Heharim has 
been selected as a winner of the 2007 Union of 
Reform Judaism Congregation of Learners award 
competition!  Your outstanding array of adult Jewish 
programming demonstrates the learning process at 
its best.  Offering both intellectual and spiritual 
opportunities for all levels of learners, your 
congregation serves as an exemplar of adult study 
across the North American Reform Movement.” 

Thus begins the letter Julie received in response to 
the application she put together last spring describing 
our congregation’s adult learning opportunities. Here 
is part of what Julie wrote: “Our adult learning 
initiatives strive to welcome diverse participants and 
enrich community and personal growth through deep 
exploration of Judaism. In 5767, Shir Heharim’s 
formal adult learning opportunities included three 
terms of four to five courses each term, as well as 
monthly study opportunities. Our courses generally 
meet weekly and are taught by passionate 
congregant volunteers as well as by paid scholars 
from the New England region. Course offerings are 
based on interest surveys and cover a range of 
subjects…” 

“At the dedication of our small congregation’s new 
home last year… Rabbi Robert Levine of Temple 
Rodef Shalom (New York City) gave us a lovely 
compliment, calling our congregation “remarkably 
literate.” This is evident today.  The last two years 
have seen a vital blossoming in inter-generational 
education opportunities—both formal and informal. 
Our identification as life-long Jewish learners has 
been enlivened by pervasive interest and broad 
participation… The growth of our formal adult 
learning has been inspired by the vision and 
dedication of our volunteer adult education 
coordinator, Andi Waisman, and through the help of 
community members who teach out of a love for their 

topic and a love of learning.” 

“Our spirit as a congregation of learners is manifest 
in many ways beyond our formal offerings. In the last 
two years, six adults became b’nai mitzvah and five 
more have begun study. We have grown from six 
volunteer torah readers to seventeen, including three 
young people. In the last year, congregants initiated 
twice-monthly Torah study and a lively Rosh 
Chodesh group. Community members frequently 
deliver divrei torah for services. Six of our members 
recently attended chevra kadisha training in New 
Hampshire…” 

“Our strengths come from proactive counterbalance 
to our challenges. We are not discouraged by low 

turnout. Our teachers and participants consider it 
success to explore topics in depth with even just a 
few others. In 5767, forty-four synagogue members 
and twenty-nine non-members attended our courses. 
These numbers demonstrate significant interest in 
Jewish study and promise sustained growth.  Our 
offerings span a broad array of subjects, including 
Hebrew, Jewish rituals, Shabbat, holiday 
observances, historical perspectives, and more…” 

“Adult education enriches the life of our community. 
Synagogue involvement has increased due to 
connections made in classes. To build on these 
successes, we plan to continue to focus on creating 
access for people with varied connections to 
Judaism, bring in additional educators from the 
region, and address the interests of a wider range of 
congregants, from Hebrew School students to young 
parents and on through elders. The Board of 
Trustees is committed to concrete and sustainable 
support for adult education offerings.” 

The Department of Lifelong Jewish Learning received 
many impressive submissions for this award, which 
was given to only five congregations. Notably, the 
other four winners are large urban congregations in 
Florida, California, and New York City; ours is the 
only small congregation and the only one from the 
entire northeast region!  The award certificate will be 
presented at the URJ Biennial in San Diego in 
December; we will be featured in the URJ publication 
Building Congregations of Learners, Best Practices in 

Adult Study 2007. 

Also interesting to note, this is the second prestigious 
national award BAJC has received, the first being the 
Irving J. Fain Award for Social Action, presented at 
the Religious Action Center (RAC) Conference in 
Washington, DC, in 2003 for our “exemplary social 
justice program for Muslim-Jewish relations.” 

TAG SALE, OF SORTS 

Occasionally, members and friends of BAJC are 
willing to donate items to BAJC to sell to other 
members and friends, earning some money for 
BAJC’s building fund in the process.  Right now there 
are two like-new electric typewriters with manuals, 
Smith Corona models 1800XL & 450DLD,  a 
Lifecycle 5500 exercise bike with an LED display and 
front casters for easy moving, and some boxes of 
new Titleist golf balls available. Contact Faith if you 
are interested in any of these items. 

 
 
 



 

  

SPREAD A LITTLE SUNSHINE  

The BAJC Sunshine Committee is reorganizing, 
seeking new members and a new chairperson.  The 
purpose of this committee is to visit the sick or infirm 
or lonely at home or in the hospital, send cards and 
notes for happy occasions or to cheer up people who 
might need cheering up, make arrangements for 
transportation to services or other BAJC events for 
people who might not be able to drive themselves, 
and to spread little sunshine wherever its needed. 
Please contact Paul or Faith if you are interested in 
serving on this committee.  

The other part of spreading sunshine is finding out 
where it is needed!  Who would like a visit?  Who 
should get a card or a phone call?  Who needs help 
that we might be able to provide?  Who has a special 
occasion or accomplishment to share with the 
congregation? 

We can’t visit, send a card, make a call, or wish a 
mazal tov if we don’t know what is going on!  Please 
contact Faith to let her know so she can share the 
information in the newsletter and/or have the 
Sunshine Committee take appropriate action. 

FURNITURE PROJECTS: A NEW ARK AND  
A TORAH STAND 

We are hoping that among our many talented BAJC 
members and friends there is someone who would 
like to design and construct a beautiful portable ark 
that would fit our two Torahs but would be light and 
compact enough to move readily from our shul to the 
West Village Meeting House (or any other venue 
where we might be having services until the day 
when we have a big enough place of our own). We 
are asking people to submit a design to the Ritual 
committee and hoping that the designer (or perhaps 
someone else) might volunteer to do the 
construction. The outside dimensions should be 
approximately 43 inches high by 32 inches wide by 
12 inches deep.    

A second, simpler project would be a Torah stand to 
hold one Torah while another is open or to hold a 
Torah while the haftorah is being read. A sturdy 
wooden stand would hold the Torah and the crowns 
and breastplate so no one would have to sit holding 
the Torah for long periods of time during services. 
Like the ark, this too should be easily portable and 
might possibly be designed to fold flat.   Please 
contact Marty with your questions and your ideas, or 
to suggest an artisan you know who might be 
interested in these projects.    

 

ARZA 

ARZA, the Association of Reform Zionists of 
America, is an organization that supports Reform 
values through the Israel Movement for Progressive 
Judaism and the Israel Religious Action Center.  
ARZA’s domestic agenda includes developing 
educational materials about Israel and Zionism, 
training youth and college leaders in Israel advocacy, 
and bringing Reform Jews to Israel; its overseas 
agenda includes providing significant financial aid to 
progressive Judaism in Israel and working for civil 
and religious rights for Reform Jews there. We can 
express our connection to Israel by joining ARZA as 
individuals through our congregation.  You can send 
a $36 check made out to BAJC, noting that it is for 
ARZA membership. 

THE OTHER FALL HOLIDAYS 

BAJC and the Hebrew school celebrated Sukkot this 
year right in our sukkah, constructed by Felipe 
Sipowicz and decorated by the Hebrew School 
students. Students, parents and teachers crowded in 
and around the sukkah while we sang festival songs, 
waved the lulav and the etrog, and celebrated the 
Jewish Thanksgiving, after which we shared a 
wonderful pot-luck meal together.  One of the themes 
of our celebration was the vulnerability symbolized by 
the sukkah itself – a vulnerability which isn’t always a 
bad thing. We spoke about vulnerability as a 
motivation for being open with one another, and also 
a motivation for standing in solidarity with people all 
over the world who are  vulnerable to poverty, 
disease and an absence of shelter. 

Then, just three days later, our shul was bulging at 
the seams as we celebrated the end and beginning 
of the Torah cycle on Shemini Atzeret (Simchat 
Torah).  We chanted the very last verses of   the last 
book, Deuteronomy, and then we rolled the Torah 
back to the very beginning, Genesis, and chanted the 
first verses. While rolling, we stopped and took in the 
sights: the Hymn of the Sea, the Ten 
Commandments, the three-fold blessing, the 
beginning and end of each of the five Books. 

A special treat this year was music provided by John 
and Jacob and by Mara to dress our prayers in 
festive holiday garb: Mi Chamocha to the tune of 
“You Send Me;” Y’hiyu l’ratzon to “Twist and Shout;” 
Oseh Shalom to “Blowin’ in the Wind;” Adonai S’fatai 
to “I Wanna Hold Your Hand;” and the introductory 
Torah prayers to the music of Cole Porter.  Yasher 

koach to John, Jacob, and Mara, and to Johnny Lee 
who both organized and participated in the Torah 
reading. 



 

  

KEEPING OUR HEBREW SCHOOL KIDS 
SAFE AND HAPPY 

Hebrew school begins promptly at 3:45.  Please drop 
your child(ren) off at the door or park your car and 
walk them to the door.  We don’t want children 
walking unaccompanied in the parking lot or 
driveway.  Please be prompt also at the 5:45 pick-up 
time;  park your car in the lot behind the barns and 
walk into the building to accompany your child(ren) to 
the car. Because it’s dangerous to have kids near the 
driveway or parking lot when cars are pulling in and 
out, no child will be allowed out of the building until 
an adult comes inside for him/her.  

Hebrew school relies on parents to keep things 
running smoothly, but any member of the BAJC 
community, parent or not, can sign up to help clean 
up in the kitchen after snack, to sweep the stairs and 
other areas where crumbs and mud have collected, 
or to supervise the driveway area between 5:45 and 
6:00. There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, 
or you can contact Faith to volunteer.  

We want every child to have the best Hebrew school 
experience possible.  With only two precious hours 
each week, we must be firm with any child whose 
behavior interrupts the education of others.  A child 
who disrupts a class will be asked to leave the room 
for fifteen minutes (or thirty minutes if there is a 
second time), to be supervised by someone in 
another area while they do their work. Parents will be 
notified when this happens.  After that, a parent may 
be asked to accompany the child in the classroom to 
insure good behavior.  Because of our short time 
together, teachers are generally unable to engage in 
any meaningful discussion with parents before, 
during, or after school hours, so if there are any kinds 
of problems, questions, or concerns, parents should 
call the child’s teacher or make an appointment to 
meet with him/her, or call Mara. In addition, a 
member of the education committee  (Laura, Linda, 
Bobbe, and Faith) will be available at the school most 
days to chat with parents, answer questions, hear 
concerns (or compliments!), and serve as liaison 
between parents and teachers. 

NOTHING BUT NETS 

With the widening issue of global poverty, many 
wonder how they can make a difference. Nothing But 

Nets is a global campaign to save lives and prevent 
the spread of malaria in sub-Saharan Africa. A $10 
donation goes toward the purchase and distribution 
of bed nets. Make a donation. Start a net-raiser team. 
Save a life. Join our campaign today by visiting 
www.urj.org/nets!  

ADULT ED CLASSES IN NOVEMBER 

Please remember to pre-register for classes at least 
three days ahead of time.  Classes will not be held if 
there is not adequate advance registration!  The 
drop-in gatherings, Singing is Like Praying Twice and 
Torah Study, do not require pre-registration.    

Bringing Two Different Backgrounds Into One 

Relationship: Nov. 4th, 11:00-1:00.  This special 
workshop is being facilitated by Kathy Bloomfield, 
program ambassador for the Northeast Council of the 
Union for Reform Judaism outreach department, a 
certified URJ Outreach Fellow trained to assist 
individuals with their transition into Judaism.  

Exploring Judaism’s Contemplative Nature 

Practices- Sunday November 11th, 3:00-4:30:  This 
rescheduled class, for adults and children 12 and 
over, will explore BAJC’s field, forest, and stream, 
and will learn Judaism’s many blessings for the gifts 
of the natural world, Abraham Joshua Heschel’s 
theology of wonder, and the hidden landscape found 
in our prayers, holidays, and  traditions.  
 Contemplative practices, group discussion, deep 
listening, and old- fashioned text study will aid our 
journey.   This workshop will be led by David Arfa, a 
storyteller and environmental educator dedicated to 
Judaism’s storytelling heritage and ancient 
environmental wisdom.   

Other classes in November: 
• Kabbalah Study: Nov. 6th and 13th, 7:30-9:00 
• The Basics of Yiddish: Nov. 7th,14th,, 21st;  

7:30-9:00  
• Singing is like Praying Twice: Nov. 14th, 7:00 
• Torah Study: Nov. 10th and 24th, 10:00 am 
• Chanukah Workshop: Nov. 18th, 2:00-4:00 

THE PJ LIBRARY 

Sign up with the Grinspoon Foundation for a year of 
high quality, age-appropriate children’s books or 
CDs, sent every month (free!) to children ages six 
months to six years.  Reading bedtime stories and 
listening to music with your child are powerful and 
nurturing experiences; the PJ Library can provide 
Jewish experiences with books and music that will 
enrich your Jewish family relationships. 

In the synagogue we have samples of some of the 
books, along with brochures and sign-up cards you 
can mail to register for a year of free books, or you 
can register online at www.pjlibrary.org. This offer is 
available to BAJC members and to non-members 
alike. Tell your friends with young children about this 
wonderful opportunity—one too good to pass up! 



 

  

HEBREW CALIGRAPHY – OPEN STUDIO 

Peggy Davis, Hebrew calligrapher, invites you to visit 
her studio and new gallery as part of the Crafts of 
Colrain studio tour on November 11, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Peggy will demonstrate lettering throughout the day. 
A variety of inspirational work will be on exhibit and 
for sale, as well as Wholesale Klezmer Band CDs 
and Yiddish song CDs.  Children welcome. For a 
brochure and map call 413-624-3204 or visit the 
website www.Crafts of Colrain.com . If you can't 
come, visit her website www.HebrewLettering.com. 

FREE! A WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER OF 

JEWISH NEWS  

Want to receive a weekly update of news of the 
Jewish World? Now, as a benefit of our 
congregation's membership in the Union for Reform 
Judaism, you can receive a free subscription to the 
Weekly Briefing, an e-mail of news about the Union 
and the greater Jewish world. Produced in 
cooperation with JTA: The Global News Service of 
the Jewish People, the Weekly Briefing is delivered 
to your inbox every Friday. To subscribe, go to 
www.urj.org/subscribe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

BAJC Mission Statement 

The Brattleboro Area Jewish Community provides a context and structure for people to 
be Jewish together in a rural environment. Our community fosters Jewish pride and 

identity by participating together in religious, spiritual, educational, social and cultural  
experiences.  We welcome anyone interested in participating and learning. 

 
BAJC Directory 

  

Spiritual Leader: James Levinson 
 

Board of Trustees  Officers                    
Paul Berch  President: Paul Berch Email: info@bajcvermont.org  
Sandra Brodsky  Vice-president: Linda Heimerdinger Office phone: 802-257-1959  
Martin Cohn  Treasurer: Randy Terk Office hours: 3:30-6:30,on   
Linda Heimerdinger  Secretary: Laura Berkowitz  Mondays when Hebrew school 
Michael Knapp    is in session, or by appointment 
Bobbe Ragouzeous       
Joe Rosen   Newsletter editor: Faith Schuster 
Faith and Abe Schuster   Newsletter design & production: 
Jeff Teitel     martin@cohnpr.com  
Julie Strothman   Newsletter deadline: 15

th
 of each  

Randy Terk    month 
   Webmaven: Julie Strothman 
    

 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS  
This online copy of our newsletter is a much-reduced version of the 
real thing! The print version includes Honorable Menschen, 
Yahrtzeits, and other individual member news. If you are not a 
member but would like to receive the newsletter, we ask that you 
contribute $36 to BAJC for a subscription for the year 5767. Your 
subscription will include frequent e-mail updates. (If you want the 
newsletter but do not want to receive e-mails, please let Faith 
know.) 




