






 

  

 
 

 
Shalom aleichem, 

Our school is growing at a wonderful and alarming 
rate.  By the most recent count, 50 students will join 
us next fall, nine of whom will be attending the B’nai 
Mitzvah class.  I am thrilled.  I am terrified. 

When I began last September as the school director, 
I had a million ideas for how we could make Hebrew 
School as fun and exciting as a dark winter afternoon 
spent learning a foreign language with a strange 
alphabet can be.  Did we succeed?  Sort of.  We 
certainly had some fun, and I think all of the kids 
learned a lot, but, in all honesty, Hebrew School was 
not everything I know it can be.  Some issues will be 
cured by better organization on my part, some by 
better communication between the teachers, but 
much of the time we just needed more help.  As our 
school continues to grow, this need is even more 
pressing.  We need tutors to lead small Hebrew 
reading groups.  We need volunteers to help with 
messy projects.  We need musicians, story-tellers, 
and artists to drop in for the day, and we always need 
“sparkle fairies” (clean-up help).  Most of these jobs 
do not require any knowledge of Hebrew or Judaism, 
there is no entrance exam…simply an extra pair of 
eyes to make sure the paint stays in the cups and the 
cups stay on the table would be a blessing.  Please 
consider your schedule and see if you can make a 
little time for us.  Twenty minutes once a month, two 
hours once a year . . . think about it.  I’ll be in touch! 

We have been fortunate to have received some 
wonderful assistance already.  Mollie of Silver Spring, 
MD and mother of our BAJC President Paul, heard of 
our full-to-bursting school and has sent us an 
extraordinary donation so that we can offer an 
honorarium to one or more teacher aides.  We are 
therefore interested in hearing from any B’nai 
Mitzvah class graduate of recent years, or any 
member of the congregation, who can read some 
Hebrew, has some Monday afternoon time to spare, 
and might be interested in this position. 

B'shalom 
Mara 

 
JUDY CHICAGO EXHIBIT AT HUC-JIR 
 
On view until July 6th in the Museum at the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, an exhibit 
“Judy Chicago: Jewish Identity,” a career survey 
focusing on the impact of Judy Chicago’s Eastern-
European roots on her identity and artistic vision, a 
part of national Feminist Art Project promoting 
awareness of women’s cultural production and 
feminist art.  The Museum is at One West Fourth 
Street in Manhattan.  Admission is free.  Go to 
www.huc.edu/museum/ny for more information, or 
call 212-824-2205. 
 

CULTURE CONNECTION 

“Culture Connect” will connect you with lots of 
interesting events going on in the Pioneer Valley and 
southern Vermont area.  Check out 
http://www.hgf.org/culture_connect/events.php#537 
to find out some of the lectures, concerts, plays, and 
other special events you can enjoy just a short drive 
from our area.  You can also link to this site from our 
own BAJC website (www.bajcvermont.org). 
 

MENTION THE MENSCHEN 

We know there are many mensch out there and we 
would like to be able to honor them by 
“menschening” their names in the column reporting 
on donations each month. Please think about 
donations you would like to make to BAJC in honor of 
a special person or a special event, or in memory of 
a loved one at any time, or to observe a yahrzeit.  A 
card acknowledging your gift will be sent to the 
appropriate person(s).  You can donate any amount 
to a fund of your choice:  building, education, 
cemetery, music, gifts, arts and cultural events, 
Torah, Israel/camp scholarship, discretionary, 
operating, capital, prayer book, adult ed., etc. 

In anticipation of our congregation receiving Mishkan 
Tefilah, the new URJ siddur, this coming fall, several 
people have already made donations to have a 
prayer book dedicated and inscribed. A number of 
books are still available for dedication, at $36 each.   
If you donated in years past for Gates of Prayer, you 
might want to see your dedication repeated in the 
new siddur.  Simply send a check to BAJC for the 
prayer book fund and let us know what you wish the 
inscription(s) to say. 
 
 



 

  

REFUAH SHLEMA 

May it be your will, our God, God of our ancestors, to 
send a healing of body and soul to all who suffer.  
We wish Bob  a speedy recovery from surgery, and 
Rosalie gaining in strength and ease in getting 
around. 

TODAH RABBAH  

Special thanks to Judith and Jackie and their 
enthusiastic Aleph and Bet students for planting part 
of the slope in front of our shul.  We hope these 
plants will grow  healthy and strong, just like the kids 
who planted them!  

Thanks to Larry for replacing the broken shade in the 
sanctuary.  Thanks to Johnny Lee for fixing the 
windows in the BAJC office. 

Now—who wants to fix the handicap-ramp railing, 
and who wants to install a screen door on the shul 
and on the office? 

 

ABOUT NEWSLETTERS, E-MAILS, AND 
MEMBERSHIP 

BAJC members receive a newsletter by mail eleven 
or twelve times a year, as well as interim updates 
and announcements by e-mail.  People who are not 
members who live out of the Brattleboro area or who 
are seasonal residents may subscribe to the 
newsletter for $36 a year and they may opt into (or 
out of) the e-mail updates.  People who live in the 
Brattleboro area but are not members can subscribe 
to the newsletter for one year, after which we hope 
they will become members and thus will continue 
receiving the newsletter.  The same is true for e-mail; 
the e-mail connection is for members and paid 
newsletter subscribers.  If you are a non-member 
non-resident, you can subscribe to the newsletter by 
sending a $36 check to BAJC. Non-members and 
non-subscribers and all others who wish to maintain 
contact with BAJC for information and activities can 
always check our up-to-date website, 
www.bajvermont.org, or call the office voice mail 
phone (257-1959).  

Membership forms for 5768 (September 1, 2007-
August 31, 2008) will be mailed out in mid-July, along 
with other membership information.  Please send the 
form in as soon as possible, and indicate your 
method of payment-- weekly, monthly, quarterly, 
semi-annually, or in a lump sum.  You also have the 
option of automatic debit from your checking account.  

If you have any questions about any of this, or if you 
want to be a member but cannot manage the full 
amount of dues, please talk to Faith.  No one is ever 
turned away who wishes to be a member, and 
special arrangements are kept in strictest confidence.  
It is, however, important for us to know who our 
members are, so please send in your form or contact 
Faith as soon as possible. If you don’t let us know 
that you want to be a member, we will (most 
reluctantly!) remove your name from our rolls. 

B’NAI MITZVAH SCHEDULE 

Five young people are studying hard, even over the 
summer, looking forward to being welcomed into the 
congregation as responsible adults.  Please mark 
these dates on your calendar:  July 14-Margaret, 
August 25-Ali, September 29-Nina, October 6-
Manya, October 13-Galen.  Plan to be at these 
Shabbat services to show your support of these 
young adults.  Even if you don’t know them, you will 
“kvell” when you see and hear them! You don’t have 
to be invited to the party to be warmly welcome at the 
bar- or bat-mitzvah service! 

 

UPDATING THE YAHRZEIT LIST 
 
We keep a yahrzeit list for our members as a 
reminder of the date on which to honor relatives or 
other dear ones who have died, and we publish the 
appropriate part of the list in the newsletter each 
month.  If you want a name added to this list at any 
time,  contact Faith and tell her the name of the 
person, the person’s relationship to you, and the 
Hebrew date of death.  If you do not know the 
Hebrew date, give us the month, date, and year 
according to our civil calendar and we can translate it 
to the Hebrew date, which will be the same each 
year.  Names will be mentioned for Kaddish at the 
service closest to the Hebrew date.  It is traditional to 
make a donation in memory of the person you are 
honoring on the anniversary date, and to be at the 
service to say Kaddish if possible. 
 



 

  

JOIN A MIKVEH COMMITTEE 

Andi  is forming a committee to explore the possibility 
of having a mikveh on our property.  Here are some 
of her thoughts: 

I feel excited about how this mikveh might enrich our 
shul life, add an arm of participation that might 
encourage people to join BAJC, and widen our 
spiritual experience together.  Quoting the writing 
from the Mayyim Hayyim Community Mikveh and 
Education Center in Newton, Mass., "The mission...is 
to reclaim and reinvent one of our most ancient 
Jewish rituals -- immersion in the mikveh--for 
contemporary spiritual uses...to make the mikveh 
sacred space that is open and accessbile to all Jews 
and those becoming Jewish." 

From comments of the participants of the Mikveh 
workshop and others in our shul , I feel there is a 
desire to spruce up and make accessible the stream 
on the BAJC property: build a bench, a natural arbor 
canopy, a walkway for folks to get to the stream 
easily.  We can then use that spot for a service, a 
class, a place of sanctuary for our community, a 
meditation refuge.  It would be a unique and very 
lovely part of our new home. 

 There is also a desire to have people in our 
synagogue prepared and willing to lead mikveh 
rituals for our congregants who want to use this 
ancient ritual for spiritual transitions in their life:  
childbirth, first menstruation, bar/bat mitzvah, 
marriage, conversion, a career change, a move to 
Brattleboro, to bring in the high Holidays...or just to 
welcome Shabbat.  My vision is that a group of 
people would be versed in leading those rituals, both 
traditional and creative versions, when 
requested.  The next step is to find people willing to 
coordinate these efforts with me.  I look forward to 
hearing your thoughts, suggestions, constructive 
feedback, and your interest in joining this effort.

 

 

 

ISRAELI FILM & FOOD FESTIVAL 

BAJC’s unique summer fun(d)raiser will take 
place on Sunday, August 19, 2007, celebrating 
the culture and cuisine of  Israel, at the 
Mountain Park Cinema in West Dover. We will 
begin at 11:30 with a light buffet lunch of 
traditional Israeli / Middle Eastern foods.  An 
award winning Israeli film, “The Syrian Bride”, 
will follow this.  After that, we will serve 
traditional Israeli / Middle Eastern desserts, 
followed by another award-winning Israeli film, 
“Walk on Water.” 

Tickets for the daylong event are just $18 if 
purchased in advance. Tickets at the door will 
be $25. 

For more tickets or information, call 802-257-
1959 or 802-464-2632. 



 

  

BAJC Mission Statement 
The Brattleboro Area Jewish Community provides a context and structure for people to 

be Jewish together in a rural environment. Our community fosters Jewish pride and 
identity by participating together in religious, spiritual, educational, social and cultural  

experiences.  We welcome anyone interested in participating and learning. 
 
 

BAJC Directory 
  

Spiritual Leader: James Levinson 
 

Board of Trustees  Officers                    
Paul Berch  President: Paul Berch Email: info@bajcvermont.org  
Laura Berkowitz  Vice-president: Julie Strothman Office phone: 802-257-1959  
Sandra Brodsky  Treasurer: Randy Terk Office hours: 3:30-6:30,on   
Martin Cohn  Secretary: Laura Berkowitz  Mondays when Hebrew school 
Mary Copans    is in session, or by appointment 
Linda Heimerdinger       
Johnny Lee Lenhart   Newsletter editor: Faith Schuster 
Marjorie Pivar   Newsletter design & production: 
Joe Rosen     martin@cohnpr.com  
Faith and Abe Schuster   Newsletter deadline: 15th of each  
Julie Strothman     month 
Randy Terk    Webmaven: Julie Strothman 
    

www.bajcvermont.org 
Congregation Shir HeHarim 

Brattleboro Area Jewish Community 
PO Box 2353 

Brattleboro, VT 05303 

 
 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS  
This online copy of our newsletter is a much-reduced version of the 
real thing! The print version includes Honorable Menschen, 
Yahrtzeits, and other individual member news. If you are not a 
member but would like to receive the newsletter, we ask that you 
contribute $36 to BAJC for a subscription for the year 5767. Your 
subscription will include frequent e-mail updates. (If you want the 
newsletter but do not want to receive e-mails, please let Faith 
know.) 

mailto:info@bajcvermont.org
mailto:martin@cohnpr.com
http://www.bajcvermont.org/



